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Dear friends and neighbors,

The 2002 Legislature had the opportunity to display strong leadership, establish trust with the citizens, bring
accountability back to government, and address the causes of our stagnant economy.  Unfortunately, the Leg-
islature failed on all of these issues.

Instead, the Legislature:

• Spent $1.4 billion more then Washington expects to collect in taxes and fees, setting the stage
for a huge tax increase when the session convenes next year.

• Borrowed $450 million from the federal tobacco settlement to pay operating expenses.

• Raised taxes by $63 million.

• Eliminated voter-approved state spending limits.

• Eliminated voter-approved restrictions on tax increases.

• Increased regulations on small businesses.

• Failed to implement recommendations from the governor’s Competiveness Council to improve the state’s
business climate.

• Failed to address water permitting problems.

• Failed to stem the growth of state government.

At a time when our state’s job providers are struggling to survive – from small family-owned businesses to the
Boeing Company - your Legislature failed to take needed steps.

In the 2002 session, I supported and sponsored measures to bring sensibility, accountability and trust back to
state government.  This newsletter highlights the many areas where we missed the chance to help
Washington’s families.

In the coming weeks, I will hold a series of town hall meetings to discuss the recent legislative session
and answer your questions directly.  I hope you will be able to join me at one of the meetings in your
neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Doug Ericksen
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Budget 2002 -
Missed opportunities for
Washington citizens…

The entire state continues to struggle with the economic
downturn. Whatcom County families are tightening their belts
and making tough decisions with their own family budgets. As
a legislator, I expect no less from our budget writers. Just like
the families we represent, we should be tightening our belts
and making the tough budget decisions.

Unfortunately, instead of reevaluating how the state provides
services, eliminating unnecessary bureaucracy and doing
things as efficiently as possible, Democrat budget writers made
the same mistakes as last year.  Their budget spends $1.4 bil-
lion more money than the state will have coming. And while it
does include some spending cuts, I believe they were in the
wrong places. For instance, huge cuts were made in funding
for health care, the treatment of mental illnesses and educa-
tion.  At a time when increased community safety is critical to
Washington citizens, aid to local governments was eliminated -
money that cities, towns and counties use for public safety.  On
the other hand, state bureaucracy is protected, ensuring that
government will continue to be the only growth industry in
the state of Washington.

In the end, we sent an unbalanced supplemental budget to the
governor’s desk. It is irresponsible and is best described as
credit-card spending at its worst. One of the most disturbing
gimmicks used by budget writers was deciding to borrow
against future payments by tobacco companies to close $450
million of the budget gap. Over 20 percent of the tobacco
settlement monies, which should be put toward health care
programs, will be used to pay back those bonds and we still
haven’t made progress toward solving our spending problem.

Fatal blow to Initiative 601…
Another disturbing action taken this session was the
approval of a rule change that placed the final nail in
the coffin of Initiative 601, the voter-mandated spend-
ing limit. It allows lawmakers to tap the state’s dwin-
dling emergency reserves and increase taxes with only a
simple majority vote, rather than the two-thirds major-
ity mandated by the passage of I-601 in 1993. Not only
is this fiscally irresponsible, it shows a blatant disregard
for the voters in this state.

I didn’t support this bill because I believe we should
have made the hard choices to make government more
efficient. Instead, lawmakers took the easy way out and
that’s very disappoint-
ing. I heard the voters
loud and clear: they
passed I-601 because
they wanted a leaner
government and added
protection against tax
increases. Allowing
lawmakers to increase
taxes with only a simple
majority vote flies in
the face of voters’
wishes.

Rep. Ericksen discusses budget amendments with
Rep. Barry Sehlin, R-Oak Harbor, Ranking Republi-
can on the Appropriations Committee.
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COMMON-SENSE
LEGISLATION SUPPORTED BY
ERICKSEN

I worked to promote a positive agenda for Washington citizens.
I joined my Republican colleagues in fighting for the following
common-sense bills. Unfortunately, despite several attempts to
adopt these important measures, the majority party blocked
our efforts.

House Bill 2507 –Cracking down on car thieves

Washington has the reputation of being the car-theft capital of
the nation. HB 2507 would have increased the penalties for car
theft and included a common-sense provision requiring the
Department of Licensing to revoke a convicted car thief’s
driver’s license for one year. House Vote Failed: 48-50

Yes Vote: Ericksen

House Bill 2730 and House Bill 2966– Paving the way
for economic recovery

Our state’s ergonomics rules are an unfunded mandate on
Washington employers that will cost jobs and increase prices
for consumers. Washington job providers are struggling to stay
afloat and the cost of implanting these rules will do nothing to
help our job providers survive, encourage businesses to ex-
pand, or attract new employers to our state. Both House Bill
2730 and House Bill 2966 would have repealed these costly and
unnecessary rules. House Vote Failed: 48-50

Yes Vote: Ericksen

House Bill 2855 – Requiring state agencies to work with
job providers, not against them

I worked to adopt legislation designed to foster accountability,
efficiency and exercise of legitimate authority by our state
agencies. House Bill 2855 would have required state agencies
to make a good-faith attempt to notify businesses affected by
agency rule changes and provide information on how to obtain
technical assistance to comply with new rules.
House Vote Failed: 48-50

Yes Vote: Ericksen

House Bill 2897 – Helping Washington families keep
more of their hard-earned dollars

House Bill 2897 would have rid Washington’s families of the
estate tax and bring our laws into accordance with the federal
law, completely phasing out the estate tax by 2010.
House Vote Failed: 48-50

Yes Vote: Ericksen

House Bill 2961 – Managing our water resources to
ensure the public interest is protected

There is a critical need to establish a single agency to adminis-
ter Washington’s water resource laws and make that agency
directly accountable to Washington voters. House Bill 2961
would have created the Washington water commission. The
commission would be responsible for balancing the needs of
the state and its citizens for water for industrial, agricultural,
residential, social, economic, recreational and environmental
uses. House Vote Failed: 48-50

Yes Vote: Ericksen

House Bill 2962 and House Bill 2964 - Bringing
legislative accountability back to the agency rule-
making process

House Bill 2962 and House Bill 2964 would have made sure
that agency rules do not exceed their statutory authorization
by prohibiting adoption of proposed rules until the Legislature
has had the opportunity to consider them. This would allow
the Legislature the opportunity to carefully review rules that
impose significant requirements on Washington citizens before
the rules take effect. House Vote Failed: 48-50

Yes Vote: Ericksen

House Bill 2963 – Creating a more open administrative
rule-making process

Would have required state agencies to make a good-faith at-
tempt to notify businesses affected by rule changes that carry
penalties for non-compliance. House Vote Failed: 48-50

Yes Vote: Ericksen

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Voters have final say on transportation package…
The Legislature approved a $7.7 billion statewide transportation relief package that will go before the voters on the Nov. 5
ballot. It includes a 9-cent –per-gallon increase in the gas tax, a 1 percent increase in the sales tax on new and used ve-
hicles, and a 30 percent increase on gross truck weight fees. I’ve heard from many of my constituents on this issue and
one of the things that I’ve heard loud and clear is that folks want to have a voice in deciding whether their taxes are in-
creased. I am pleased that taxpayers will have the opportunity to vote on this package.

✔
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Budget and Transportation Town Hall meetings
Knowing your views helps me represent you better. Please mark your calendar and plan on joining me for a
Town Hall meeting in your area to discuss budget and transportation issues.
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Saturday, May 18
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Ferndale
Ferndale Library
Meeting Room
2222 Main Street

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Blaine
Blaine Boating Center
235 Marine Drive

Tuesday, May 28
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Wednesday, May 29
7:00 PM -  8:30 PM

Lynden
Lynden Community
Center - Main Hall
401 Grover

Thursday, May 30
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Bellingham
Bellingham Cruise
Terminal - Upstairs
355 Harris Avenue
(Fairhaven)

Sumas/Everson/Nooksack
Lone Jack Saloon
115 - 1ST Street, Sumas


